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I look forward to your immediate response. 

Sincerely, 
DENNIS J. KUCINICH, 

Member of Congress. 
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IN HONOR OF LOVIS CLARISA 
HOWELL DOWNING 

HON. MARION BERRY 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2006 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise here today 
to pay tribute to Lovis Clarisa Howell Downing 
of Hoxie, AR, a fine businesswoman, a friend, 
a devoted family member, and someone who 
spent her entire life trying to make others 
happy. 

Lovis was born in Imboden on September 
12, 1912. She grew up during World War I 
and the Great Depression, accepted a job as 
a school teacher, and eventually became the 
longtime owner of the Flower Basket in Walnut 
Ridge, AR, until she retired at the age of 79. 
Lovis also helped her father-in-law, Terrell 
Henry Downing, run the Downing’s Ice Cream 
Parlor and Grocery from the mid 1930s until 
the 1950s. 

In addition to being a hard worker, Lovis 
was an active member of the Hoxie Methodist 
Church and the Hoxie Hooking Club. She was 
known for her service to the community, and 
was a frequent volunteer in church and civic 
activities. 

Lovis and her husband Brooks Downing 
have one son, Terrell Henry Downing, II, of 
Hoxie, and two daughters, Dr. Suzanne 
Gibbard and Dr. Frances Hunter of Jonesboro. 
They also have nine grandchildren, Kyle 
Downing of Fayetteville, Amy West of 
Jonesboro, Jason Willett of Jonesboro, Felicia 
Willett of Memphis, Mike Deloache and Scott 
Hunter, Jr., of Jonesboro, Lisa Melton of 
Houston, TX, Kelley Pillizzi of Libertyville, IL, 
and David Gibbard of Memphis, and six great 
grandchildren. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing Lovis Clarisa Howell for 93 years of 
achievement and contributions to her commu-
nity. She opened her home to so many during 
her life, and will be remembered as a wonder-
ful mother, grandmother, great grandmother, 
friend, and a fine American. 

f 

WOMEN AND THE BUSH BUDGET 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2006 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, as in previous years, President Bush 
has proposed a budget that would harm 
women and girls across the country. 

At a time when over two-thirds of low-in-
come elderly people are women and 56 per-
cent of Medicare beneficiaries are women, the 
President has proposed substantial cuts in 
Medicare, food stamps, and food delivery pro-
grams. 

On top of the $22 billion cut in Medicare 
that was passed by this Republican-led Con-
gress and the President in February, the Bush 
budget calls for $105 billion more in cuts over 
the next ten years. 

The President’s budget also would eliminate 
the Commodity Supplemental Food Program 
which serves 420,000 seniors and 50,000 
women and children with nutritious food pack-
ages, often delivered to their homes. 

Replacing this home delivery food program 
with food stamps is not the solution, as most 
people on the program are elderly and in need 
of home delivered food to survive and main-
tain their health. Moreover, many people now 
on the food delivery program do not qualify for 
food stamps for various reasons. That does 
not mean they are not in need of home deliv-
ered food. 

Even if we assumed food stamps were the 
answer for this group of seniors, women, and 
children, the Bush budget could cause 
300,000 Americans to lose their food stamp 
benefits. 

The problems with the Bush budget do not 
end with cuts in Medicare, food stamps, and 
food delivery programs. Bush also intends to 
cut programs that have helped women and 
girls succeed in education and the workforce. 

In 1973, the Women’s Educational Equity 
Act (WEEA) was introduced by a champion for 
women, the late Representative Patsy Mink. 
For more than 30 years, WEEA has funded 
hundreds of programs to expose girls to ca-
reers traditionally dominated by men, develop 
teaching strategies for math and science that 
engage girls, and to help schools comply with 
Title IX. 

At a time when the President is touting the 
need for a greater emphasis on science and 
math education, his budget would eliminate 
WEEA, along with $664 million in Federal Per-
kins Loan funds, just 2 months after Congres-
sional Republicans cut college aid by $12 bil-
lion. 

This comes at a time when only 21 percent 
of master’s degrees in engineering are award-
ed to women. The statistics are even worse 
for women of color. Of engineering master’s 
degrees awarded to women, only 11 percent 
go to Asian-American women, 4 percent go to 
African-American women, and less than 4 per-
cent go to Latinas. It seems that the Presi-
dent’s ‘‘competitiveness agenda’’ does not 
apply to women. 

Furthermore, instead of closing the wage 
gap, the Bush budget would increase the gap 
by eliminating Women in Apprenticeship and 
Nontraditional Occupations program (WANO), 
which provides grants to employers to help re-
cruit, train and retrain women in non-tradi-
tional, well-paying jobs. 

Statistics show that women in WANO were 
47 percent more likely to enter a high-paying, 
technical occupation than women who were 
not a part of the program. 

Bush would eliminate this program at a time 
when women still earn less than men—on av-
erage 76 cents to every dollar that a man 
earns. Moreover, in high-paying, high-tech-
nology jobs, women who hold Ph.D.s in com-
puter science and engineering earn $9,000 
less than men. 

Women in the workforce faced with a wage 
gap and great need for child-care assistance 
would be turned away by the Bush budget. 

Since the beginning of the Bush Administra-
tion, 250,000 children have lost their child-care 
assistance. Bush would continue that trend by 
freezing funding for the Child Care Develop-
ment Block Grant for the fifth year in a row. At 
this rate, 400,000 more children will lose their 
child-care assistance in the next 5 years, cre-

ating a situation where 25 percent less chil-
dren receive this assistance than did in 2000. 

The Bush budget would also leave behind 
women who end up in violent situations, cut-
ting $19.5 million in Violence Against Women 
programs and completely zeroing-out funding 
for new programs authorized by this Congress 
last year in the Violence Against Women Re-
authorization Act of 2005. 

From birth to old age and in their most vul-
nerable periods in life, the Bush budget would 
leave women and girls behind. I join my fellow 
members of the Women’s Caucus today to 
call on Congress to reverse the harmful ef-
fects of the Bush’s proposed budget on 
women and girls. 
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PROCLAIMING APRIL 5, 2006 
PATIENT ASSISTANCE DAY 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, April 5, 2006 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to talk 
about an issue that affects millions of Ameri-
cans-affordable medications. Millions of Ameri-
cans lack health insurance and cannot access 
these vital innovations. While the government 
looks for sensible ways to help the 45 million 
uninsured citizens there are private-sector pro-
grams in place that are helping millions of 
Americans no matter where you live. 

One program I have shared with my con-
stituents is the Partnership for Prescription As-
sistance (PPA). The PPA is a national clear-
inghouse that links uninsured and under-
insured people to patient assistant programs 
that offer drugs for free or nearly free. Amer-
ica’s pharmaceutical research companies, 
along with 1,300 community and patient orga-
nizations launched the PPA in April 2005 and 
have since helped more than 1.9 million pa-
tients. Given the rising cost of prescription 
drugs, any attempts made by the private sec-
tor to alleviate the burdensome costs should 
be applauded. 

It is refreshing that this private-sector pro-
gram has been so successful and committed 
to helping Americans in need access life-sav-
ing medicines. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me today in proclaiming April 
5 ‘‘Patient Assistance Day’’ and do their part 
on this day to inform their constituents about 
the great service the PPA provides to Ameri-
cans in need. 

I have also included a statement from the 
Partnership for Prescription Assistance about 
‘‘Patient Assistance Day’’ and an article from 
the Charlotte Observer that discusses the 
PPA’s many successes in North Carolina. 
[From the Charlotte Observer, Mar. 21, 2006] 

PARTNERSHIP FOR PRESCRIPTION ASSISTANCE 
LAUNCHES NATIONAL ‘‘PATIENT ASSISTANCE 
DAY’’ CELEBRATION ON APRIL 5, 2006 
WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Partnership for 

Prescription Assistance (PPA), a national 
program sponsored by America’s pharma-
ceutical research companies to help patients 
in need access prescription medicines will 
commemorate its one-year anniversary by 
launching the first annual ‘‘Patient Assist-
ance Day’’ on April 5, 2006 and announcing a 
major enhancement to the program. The 
celebration will consist of educational ac-
tivities across the country to raise aware-
ness of and help educate the public about pa-
tient assistance programs. The PPA has 
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